Celebration Worship Service
August 30, 2026

9:00 am
R 0T 7<Y o1 o =Y o o V- ST Battle Belongs
Welcome and ANNOUNCEMENTS ...ccvvveeeeiiieeeeciiee e aee e Rev. Austin Byerly
FWOISHIP SONEG.....vviiiiiieie ittt e e aaeee e That’s Who | Praise
Children’s MOMENT ......coiiiiiieieee e Alicia Wilson
*SPECIAI MUSIC eveviieciee et e | Can Only Imagine

Michael Rogers and Wendy Kitts
Offering Moment
Pastoral Prayer

MESSALE .ooevveiiiiieeeee e Faith Changes YOU ......cccccveveennneen. Rev. Mike Sluder
Romans 12:9-21

HCIOSING SONE .ttt et That’s What We Need

*Benediction

The flowers on the altar are given by Joyce Collette and family.
In loving memory of Paul Collette.

Welcome Guests!
We are so glad you’re here! We'd love to connect with you, and invite you to fill out
a connection card (green header) from the pew in front of you. Share your name
and contact information so that we can connect with you and share more about who
we are. Also, if you need them, we have a Cry Room and a Sensory Room on the
right side of the sanctuary, as well as a Nursing Mom’s Room in the Children’s Wing.

Heritage Worship Service
August 30, 2026
11:00 am

Prelude ......ccooceinieiniiiiienieens His Eye Is On the Sparrow.........ccccceu.ee.. arr. Edward Pierce
Edward Pierce, Organ

Call to Worship .....cceeeeeveneensieieiieneen, Holy Ground ........ccoceeviieeeieeniiennene arr. Tom Fettke
Michael Rogers, Baritone

Welcome and OpPening Prayer .......ccocceeeeecieeeeeiieeesieeeeeceee e snveeeesveeeeeaens Rev. Austin Byerly
*Opening Hymn........cccue..e. Ask Ye What Great Thing | KNOW........ccocveeviierieennnenne UMH 163
Children’s MOMENT......coiiiiiieeiee ettt Alicia Wilson
ol = 177041 S It Is Well With My Soul .........cooeeiiiiiiieeeiee s UMH 377
Scripture Reading .....cccccveeeeeeveinnnnns Romans 12:9-21 .....cceeevvvvveveeeeeeennnn, Rev. Austin Byerly
Special MUSIC.....ceeveeeriienieerieeeeee Bow the Knee ......cocceeevevineeniieieneennne arr. Tom Fettke

Michael Rogers, Baritone
Offering Moment

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer

Anthem ... I Can Only IMagine .......ceceevieeeieeniieeenieenane Bart Millard
Michael Rogers and Heritage Choir

MESSAZE .eovvreeireieeeree e Faith Changes YOU........ccovcveeviiennennen. Rev. Mike Sluder
*Closing Hymn.................... My Faith Looks Up to Thee w. 1,2 ....ccocvvrivieeeeniiinnns UMH 452
*Benediction

Postlude .....ccveveveveeeeiieeeeeee e, Heavenly Sunlight........cccccoeeverennnnen. arr. Edward Pierce
Edward Pierce, Organ

The flowers on the altar are given by Joyce Collette and family.
In loving memory of Paul Collette.

Worship through Giving
To participate in worship through giving: place your offering in the baskets by
the sanctuary doors; mail your offering to PO Box 31047, Knoxville TN 37930;
or give online by using the QR code or visiting www.eumcknox.org.
Your generosity makes a real difference. Through your giving, we are able to support
ministries that nurture faith in our children and youth, care for those in need in our
community, create meaningful opportunities for worship and connection, and share the
love of Christ both near and far. Thank you for being part of what God is doing!
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Invited into God’s Community

Find your place, build meaningful relationships, and grow together as God'’s people.

THIS WEEK AT EBENEZER

FAMILY WORSHIP SUNDAY
Today is Family Worship Sunday! Children are encouraged
to remain in worship with their families during both the 9:00 am
and 11:00 am services. The nursery will be available for our
youngest members, and Sunday School will still meet at 10:00 am. .
This is a great opportunity for our kids to know that they are part of the church family
and allows our church family to connect with the kids!

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30—FAMILY SUNDAY

9:00 am—Celebration Worship Service (Sanctuary)
10:00 am—Sunday School (Various Locations)
11:00 am—Heritage Worship Service (Sanctuary)

2:30 pm—6th and 7th Grade Youth Outing

3:00 pm—8th and 9th Grade Youth Outing

Participate in God’s mission by using your gifts to serve others and make God'’s love visible in the world.

MICHAEL RODGERS IN BOTH SERVICES ON SUNDAY! g
We are excited to have Michael Rodgers with us to lead
worship in both services! Michael performs with the Knoxville Opera,
Marble City Opera, Knoxville Opera Gospel Choir, is a member of the
Tri-Octaves, A-Chord, and is a featured soloist at Cokesbury and
Christ UMC. Michael is also a special education teacher with Knox
County Schools. We are excited for him to be with us!

MONDAY, AUGUST 31
9:30 am—Magnolia Avenue
6:00 pm—District Day with the Bishop (First Church Knox)
6:00 pm—Yoga with Tammy (Lobby)

MAGNOLIA AVENUE FOOD MINISTRY—TOMORROW AT 9:30 AM
Thanks for being involved in God’s mission this month through your donations to our
Magnolia Avenue Food Ministry, specifically, for your donations of hygiene products.
Your generosity is making a difference in the lives of our neighbors. Thank you!
If you would like to be involved in God’s mission at Magnolia Ave., meet at Ebenezer
tomorrow morning at 9:30 am. Thank you for your involvement in God’s mission at
Magnolia Avenue through your prayers, donations, generosity, and your time!

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1

9:30 am—Women'’s Meet and Chat (Community Room)
11:00 am—AQigong with Mona (Lobby)

3:00 pm—Farmer’s Market (Parking Lot)

EPIC OF EDEN—WEDNESDAY EVENINGS BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 9
Why does the Old Testament Matter? Have you ever felt lost in the Old Testament?
It's easy to wonder what the Old Testament has to do with us. Why spend time with
ancient laws, unfamiliar names, strange stories, and a people who lived thousands of
years ago? But the Old Testament is the beginning of the story that helps us understand
who God is, who we are, why Jesus came, and know more of God's amazing grace.

This fall, join Pastor Austin on Wednesday evenings at 5:30 pm for Epic of Eden: A
Christian Entry into the Old Testament, a journey through the Old Testament that will
help discover the larger story of God's covenant, God's people, and God's plan to
redeem creation. Discover why the Old Testament still matters.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
6:30 pm—Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
9:00 am—Men'’s Coffee (Annex)
10:00 am—Morning Glories (Community Room)
5:00 pm—0One Knox Soccer Youth Club (Soccer Field)
7:00 pm—AA, Al-Anon, and Alateen Meetings (Various Locations)

HELPING HANDS—VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Helping Hands is inviting volunteers and donors to help support practical acts of care,
encouragement, and kindness in our community. Volunteers are especially needed
to help with pill container storage and mailing, as well as collecting and storing food
for families. We will soon be setting up a Kindness Corner with serving opportunities,
testimonials, and kindness cups filled with small items to uplift recipients. What
should go in the cups? Share ideas for items, inspirational stories, motivational
literature, or anything that has uplifted you and made you feel special. Donations are
always accepted and needed. Join us in sharing kindness through Helping Hands.
Contact Ken Pearson for more information.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
No scheduled events.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
No scheduled events.

MORNING GLORIES—THIS THURSDAY , 10:00 AM
Women, you are invited into God’s community through Morning Glories, meeting
this Thursday, September 3, at 10:00 am in the Community Room. Morning Glories is
a women’s book study that gathers on the first Thursday of each month for
conversation, encouragement and shared growth in faith. This group offers a
welcoming space to build relationships, support one another, and deepen faith
through thoughtful discussion. The group is currently reading Chasing Vines, and all
women are welcome to join, whether this is your first time or you’ve been attending
for years. Questions? Contact Marjorie Barr. We look forward to seeing you
Thursday!

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6—COMMUNION SUNDAY

9:00 am—Celebration Worship Service (Sanctuary)
10:00 am—Sunday School (Various Locations)
11:00 am—Heritage Worship Service (Sanctuary)

UPCOMING SALT EVENTS FOR SEPTEMBER
Sept. 2—Invasive Species Clean up at ljams Nature Center—9:30 am until noon
Sept. 10—Serving a meal at Relaunch—5:00 pm
Sept. 19—Breakfast together—10:00 am

Young adults, want to stay connected? Join the SALT GroupMe
by scanning the QR code!

Experience God'’s love that forms your identity, renews your heart, and draws you into life with the Creator.

JOIN Us FOR A CHAT!
Women’s Meet and Chat!—Grab a cup of something you love and
enjoy each other’s company every Tuesday morning at 9:30 am in the
Community Room!
Men’s Coffee—The Men’s Coffee on Thursday mornings at 9:00 am is
returning to the Annex on September 3rd. Come build relationships and
share life together.

MISSION AND MINISTRY FAIR—SEPTEMBER 13, 10:15 Am
Inspired by God'’s love. Invited into God’s community. Involved in God’s mission.
Our Mission and Ministry Fair is an opportunity to see what it looks like when we live
out this vision together. Come discover the many ways Ebenezer’s classes, groups, and
ministries are serving our church, our community, and the world. Grab a cup of coffee
and a donut, visit the displays, meet the people behind these ministries, and discover a
place where you can get involved. Come celebrate how God is working through
Ebenezer and find your place in God’s mission!

If you’re part of a class or group, talk with your group leader to make sure your group is
represented at the fair. Questions? Reach out to Karen Vigoritio or Sarah Ford.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE: INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE
Dear Friends,
God is moving in a powerful way at Ebenezer UMC, and
we have even more exciting news to share following our last update!
To beat the impending interest rate hike set to go into effect at the end of September,
our Church Council authorized a payment of an additional $60,000 directly toward
our mortgage principal. That means we have officially cut our sanctuary debt by over
56% since the start of the campaign!

Where We Stand Today

Starting Mortgage Balance: $775,000

Current Balance: $338,500

Total Paid Off So Far: $436,500 (56.3% reduced!)

Our Next Goal: Retire the remaining $338,500 balance completely!

As we celebrate this extraordinary milestone, our vision for ministry continues to
grow. Please keep an eye out for details on our upcoming Mission Fair and
Stewardship Sunday in the coming months. Would you prayerfully consider your
continued support for the building campaign? Your generosity directly fuels God'’s
mission and secures the future of Ebenezer UMC. Thank you for your ongoing
faithfulness, prayers, and extraordinary support as we step into this next chapter
together.

Moving forward in faith,
The Capital Campaign Steering Team

JOIN Us FOR OUR SEPTEMBER SERIES!
Join us for our September series: “In Season!” As the seasons change, kids will
discover that God is faithful through every season of life. In this 4-week
series, children will learn that God’s Word is always in season, God leads and hears
us in every season, and we can thank God through every moment life brings.

A NOTE FROM Ms. ALICIA
Thank you so much to our volunteers and staff for stepping up and helping lead our
Children’s Ministry while | was away on maternity leave! I'm incredibly grateful for
the time, energy, and love you poured into our kids. | hope this time gave many of
you a chance to experience the joy of spending time with our children and inspired
you to continue being part of their faith journey. I’'m so thankful for each of you and
look forward to seeing you on Sunday mornings and at our upcoming special events!

DISTRICT DAY WITH THE BISHOP—TOMORROW, AUGUST 31
We are looking forward to spending the day with
Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett as she visits the Tennessee !lluﬂhl'sumﬂ &%!EBENEE
Valley District tomorrow, August 31. She is eager to learn more about our churches
and to get to know people throughout the district. In the morning, our Magnolia
team will distribute food bags at Magnolia Avenue UMC while the Bishop and leaders
of the district are there to learn more about the ministry happening there and how
we can continue to work together to usher in the Kingdom of God. You're invited that
evening at 6:00 pm to First Church Knox (3316 Kingston Pike) for a time of fellowship
and conversation with the Bishop. Come join us as we gather together as a district.




