
Heritage Worship Service 
Third Sunday of Advent 

December 14, 2025 
11:00 am 

 
Prelude  ............................  Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus  ............   arr. B.C. Dockery 

William Kitts, Violin, and Elizabeth Kitts, Cello  
  

Welcome and Opening Prayer  .............................................................. Rev. Mike Sluder  
  
*Opening Hymn  ...........................  People Look East  ....................................... UMH 202 
 

Ebenezer Children’s Christmas Program  ..................................  “A Night in a Stable” 
          A Babe Is Born 
          The Friendly Beasts 
          Candle, Candle Burning Bright 
     The Lighting of the Advent Candle—Joy 
 

The light of the Joy candle reminds us that Christ’s coming brings a joy that shines in 
our hearts, even in the midst of waiting and life’s challenges.  

 

Choral Response  .........................  We Bring His Light   ...............................  John Purifoy 
 

Scripture Reading   .......................  Matthew 11:2-11  ..........................  Rev. Mike Sluder 
 

*Hymn  .........................................  Away in a Manger  ...................................... UMH 217 
   
Offering Moment 
 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Special Music  ..................... If This Child Were Born Today  .................  B. & S. Poorman  
Sarah Howell, Soprano, and Dowe Cauthen, Baritone 

William Kitts, Violin, and Elizabeth Kitts, Cello  
 

Message  ....................................  Yes, Jesus is the One  .....................  Rev. Austin Byerly 
 

*Closing Hymn  ........................  Emmanuel, Emmanuel  ................................... UMH 204 
 

*Benediction 
 

Postlude  .........................................  Abide with Me  ............................  arr. B.C. Dockery 
William Kitts, Violin, and Elizabeth Kitts, Cello  

 
 

The flowers on the altar are given by Sherry Miller. 

Celebration Worship Service 
Third Sunday of Advent 

December 14, 2025 
9:00 am 

 
Pre-Service Music 
 
*Opening Song  ..............................................................  God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 
 
Welcome  .............................................................................................  Rev. Mike Sluder 
  
The Lighting of the Advent Candle  ............................................... The Satterfield Family 

Kyle, Hannah, and Hazel 
 

 

The light of the Joy candle reminds us that Christ’s coming brings a joy that shines in 
our hearts, even in the midst of waiting and life’s challenges.  

 
Advent Candle of Joy Video Reflection 
 
*Worship Song  ....................................................... Joy to the World (Unspeakable Joy) 
 
*Worship Song  ......................................................................  Once in David’s Royal City 
 
Offering Moment 
 
Pastoral Prayer  
 
Scripture Reading   .......................  Matthew 11:2-11  .......................  Rev. Austin Byerly 
 
Message  ....................................  Yes, Jesus is the One  .....................  Rev. Austin Byerly 
 
*Closing Song   ......................................................................................  Celebration Band 

 
*Benediction 
 
 

The flowers on the altar are given by Sherry Miller. 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 
1001 Ebenezer Road | Knoxville, TN 37923 

(865) 691-8330 | www.eumcknox.org | office@eumcknox.org 
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 9:00 am—2:00 pm 

Facebook: Ebenezer UMC Knoxville 

Welcome Guests! 
We are so glad you’re here! We’d love to connect with you, and invite you 

to fill out a connection card from the pew in front of you or use the QR 
code to complete it online.  Share your name and contact information 
so that we can connect with you and share more about who we are. 
Also, if you need them, we have a Cry Room and a Sensory Room on 
the right side of the sanctuary, as well as a Nursing Mom’s Room in 

the Children’s Wing. 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 

December 14, 2025 

Worship through Giving 
To participate in worship through giving: place your offering in the baskets 
by the sanctuary doors; mail your offering to PO Box 31047, Knoxville TN 

37930; or give online by using the QR code or visiting www.eumcknox.org. 

Capital Campaign Update: THANK YOU! Because of your generosity to our “Investing 
In Our Future” Capital Campaign, the Church Council voted on December 2 to apply an 
additional $146,438.04 to our loan principal while still keeping one year of payments 
in reserve. This brings our remaining principal balance to under $600,000. We are 
truly grateful for the way God is working through you. Gifts to the Building Fund and 
toward your Pledge continue to support this Campaign. To learn more or give online, 
visit eumcknox.org/capitalcampaign. Thank you for your generosity! 

2026 Altar Flower Calendar 
The 2026 altar flower sign-up sheet is now available in the lobby. You’re invited to 

help add beauty to our sanctuary by providing flowers in honor or memory of 
someone special, or in celebration of a meaningful moment in your life.  



All the Ways to Celebrate Together  

Lunch Bunch Christmas Party—Tuesday, December 16, 12:00 pm 
Join us for our annual Lunch Bunch Christmas Party on December 16 at noon. Bring a 
favorite dish to share and a small gift for our festive gift exchange. It will be a 
wonderful time of food, fellowship, laughter, and Christmas cheer. We hope you’ll 
come and enjoy this fun celebration with friends! 

UMW Christmas Party—Thursday, December 18, 10:00 am 
This month’s United Methodist Women meeting will be a Christmas Party held on 
December 18 at 10:00 am at the McMahon’s home. It will be a joyful morning of 
fellowship, celebration, and Christmas cheer as we share time together in the spirit of 
the season. For questions or for the McMahon’s address, please reach out to Sue or 
Susan. All UMW members are invited to come celebrate together!  

College Student Lunch—Thursday, December 18, 12:00 pm 
All college students are invited to gather for lunch with one another and Austin on 
December 18 at noon at Chuy’s (9235 Kingston Pike). This will be a great opportunity 
to catch up, share stories from the semester, and enjoy good food and good 
company. We’d love for you to join us around the table for a fun lunch together!  

All Music Sunday—Sunday, December 21, 9:00 and 11:00 am 
Next Sunday, December 21, celebrate the Christmas story through music as both of 
our worship services become an All Music Sunday! 
 

At the 9:00 service, our super-talented musicians from the Celebration Band with 
familiar special guests, Dave, Dean, and Adell will lead us in a joyful morning of music 
celebrating the birth of Christ. And a beloved tradition will continue as Jasmine will 
create live chalk art that adds a powerful visual expression to our worship.  

During the 11:00 service, the Heritage Choir will present the cantata, “Seekers of the 
Light,” with instrumental accompaniment, featuring Jennifer Bruce as soloist and 
narrations. From joyful and triumphant to tender and touching, this service weaves 
together classic Christmas carols and beautiful original selections.  
 

We pray that all would be inspired and transformed by the true Light of the World. 

Christmas Caroling—Sunday, December 21, 5:30 pm 
Our choir is organizing a Christmas caroling outing for the whole church on Sunday, 
December 21 at 5:30 pm, and everyone is invited to participate. We will divide into 
small groups to visit and sing for a few folks each, sharing the joy and hope of the 
season through music. Afterward, we will gather back in the Community Room for 
snacks and desserts and a time of fellowship. Come spread Christmas cheer and God’s 
love and light with us! 

This Week at Ebenezer 

Sunday, December 14—Third Sunday of Advent & Poinsettia Sunday 
  9:00 am—Celebration Service (Sanctuary)  
10:00 am—Sunday School (Various Locations) 
11:00 am—Heritage Service with the Children’s Ministry (Sanctuary)   
  4:00 pm—Youth Group Christmas Party (Annex)  
  6:00 pm—Angelic Grace: A Service of Lessons and Carols (Sanctuary)  

Monday, December 15 
  6:00 pm—Yoga With Tammy (Lobby)  

Tuesday, December 16 
10:00 am—Women’s Coffee (Community Room)  
11:00 am—Qigong With Mona (Lobby)  
11:00 am—Staff Meeting 
12:00 pm—Lunch Bunch Christmas Party (St. Clair Hall) 
  6:30 pm—Prayer Team Meeting (Zoom)  

Wednesday, December 17 
  6:30 pm—Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  

Thursday, December 18 
  9:00 am—Men’s Coffee (McDonalds at Northshore)  
10:00 am—UMW Christmas Party (McMahon’s home) 
12:00 pm—College Student Lunch (Chuy’s, 9235 Kingston Pike)  
  7:00 pm—AA, Al-Anon, and Alateen Meetings (St. Clair Hall, Various Locations)  

Friday, December 19 
  5:00 pm—Brownie Troop Meeting (Annex)  

Saturday, December 20 
  8:00 am—Veteran’s Breakfast (St. Clair Hall)   
  9:00 am—Helping Hands Project (Community Room)  
10:00 am—DAR Meeting (St. Clair Hall)  

Sunday, December 21—Fourth Sunday of Advent & All Music Sunday 
  9:00 am—Celebration Service (Sanctuary)  
10:00 am—Sunday School (Various Locations) 
11:00 am—Heritage Service (Sanctuary)   
  5:30 pm—Christmas Caroling 

Angelic Grace: A Service of Lessons and Carols—TONIGHT, 6:00 pm 
Tonight we will host a beautiful service presented by the combined 
choirs of Ebenezer and St. Mark UMC. This special evening will feature 
inspiring anthems and beloved carols, accompanied by organ, piano, 
strings, and more, with brief Scripture lessons and reflections woven 
throughout the service as the Christmas story is shared in word and 
song. Afterward, everyone is invited to stay for a dessert reception 
and enjoy fellowship with one another. Come and let the music of the 
season lift your spirit and prepare your heart for Christmas.  

Youth Christmas Party—TONIGHT, 4:00-6:00 pm 
All students are invited to join us for our Youth Christmas Party TONIGHT from 4:00-
6:00 pm. We’ll celebrate the season with games, a gift exchange, great food, and a 
reading of the Christmas story. Bring your Christmas spirit and enjoy an afternoon of 
fun and celebration with your friends. 

Great Job and Thank you to the Children of Ebenezer! 
Today we give thanks to our children who are helping lead us in worship through their 
Christmas performance. Through your voices, movement, and joyful energy, you filled 
this sanctuary with light and reminded us of the wonder, hope, and promise of 
Christ’s birth. We are so proud of you for your hard work, your bravery, and the love 
you share through this gift. You did great! Thank you for helping prepare our hearts 
for Christmas and for blessing our church family with the good news of Jesus Christ! 

Children’s Ministry—Sunday Mornings 
All kids are invited to Follow the Star this December at 9:00 or 11:00, 
with a nursery available for infants and toddlers. In this Advent 
series, we’ll explore how God guides us—through people, hope, our 
Savior, and His direction. Just like the star that led travelers to Jesus, 
we’ll discover how God still leads us today. Don’t forget about 
Sunday School at 10:00. Come join the adventure!  
 
For more information about our Children’s Ministry, please reach out to our Director of 
Children’s Ministries, Alicia Wilson, childrensministry@eumcknox.org. 

Youth Group Parent meeting—January 4 

All youth parents are invited to join us for a parent meeting 
on Sunday, January 4, at 4:30 pm as we kick off the new year 
together. We will take time to complete important annual 
paperwork including health forms and photo, social media, 
and transportation releases, and share what’s ahead for our  

youth ministry in the coming year. After the meeting, students will stay for youth 
group until 7:00 pm. We look forward to a great year of growing in faith together and 
hope you’ll join us for this important evening.  

Resurrection 2026—January 23-25 
Resurrection 2026 will be January 23-25 in Pigeon Forge! 
Resurrection is our youth ministry’s annual winter retreat that 
helps us experience the God of the Resurrection through 
worship and fun. The cost is $100 ($75 for additional siblings)  
and scholarships are available if needed. Today is the deadline to sign-up! Please let 
Austin know by the end of the day if your student plans to join us for Rez 2026! 

Veteran’s Breakfast—Saturday, December 20 
The monthly Veteran’s breakfast at Ebenezer will be this Saturday from 8:00—9:30 am 
in St. Clair Hall! This free breakfast is put on by The United Veterans Council of East 
Tennessee, Inc, in partnership with Irreverent Warriors, and is for all veterans, active 
duty soldiers, and their guests. We hope all our veterans will be able to attend! 

Third Sunday of Advent—JOY! 
Today we celebrate the Third Sunday of Advent by lighting the pink 
Candle of Joy, also known as the Gaudete candle, from the Latin for 
“rejoice” found in Philippians 4:4. The pink color symbolizes joy and 
anticipation for Christmas, offering a bright break from the penitential 
purple of the season. It marks the midpoint of Advent and shifts our 
focus toward the great joy of Jesus’ coming. Rooted in early church 
tradition, this Sunday has long been a joyful pause in our waiting as we 
draw closer to the celebration of Christ’s birth.  

Year-End Giving 
As the year comes to a close, we are grateful for your generosity and remind you that 
gifts, including QCDs and RMDs, can still be counted for 2025. Please reach out to your 
accountant/financial advisor who can answer questions about how your generosity 
can be thoughtfully included in your year-end plans.  Thank you for your generosity! 

2025 November YTD as of Nov 31 

Actual General Fund Income $87,730.09  $567,050.76  

Budgeted General Fund Income $59,530.00  $ 654,830.00 

General Fund Giving Compared to Budget $28,200.09  -$87,779.24  

Actual Building Fund Income $47,561.25  $465,369.93  

Monthly Mortgage Payment $14,830.71  $163,137.81   

Building Fund Giving Compared to Monthly Mortgage $32,730.54  $302,232.12  

Mission Giving (includes Holston Conference Tithe and 
Smoky Mountain District Apportionment) 

$10,641.78  $68,832.97  

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 

6:00 pm 4:00 pm 
Contemporary Traditional 

Celebrate the birth of Christ, our newborn King, on this holy night when light 

shines in the darkness and the darkness does not overcome it. We will 

worship Emmanuel together and rejoice in the wonder of his coming. Our 

time of worship will conclude with the cherished moment of candlelight 

during Silent Night, filling the sanctuary with warmth and peaceful light. You 

and your family are  invited to come, worship, and welcome Christ into the 

world once again. 

During our Christmas Eve services, kids are invited to celebrate 

with our annual Birthday Party for Jesus with crafts, snacks, 

fun activities, and singing Happy Birthday to Jesus as we share 

in the joy of Christ’s birth together.  


