
 
Heritage Worship Service 

First Sunday of Advent 
Order of Worship 

11:00 am  
November 30, 2025 

 
Prelude………………..…..………….Partita on People Look East.……......arr. Joseph Bertolozzi  

Edward Pierce, Organ  
  

Call to Worship………………………..In the Bleak Midwinter………………………arr. Mark Hayes 
Michael Rodgers, Baritone  

 

*Opening Hymn……...….….Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus……....……….……….UMH 196  
  
Welcome and Opening Prayer……………........………..…..…..…....…….…….Rev. Austin Byerly  
  
Advent Celebration  
The Lighting of the Advent Candle………………..……..……..….…..…………...The White Family 
                                                                                                         Marlin, Erin, Lincoln, Maura 

 

The light of the hope candle reminds us that hope readies our hearts, guiding us to 
trust God’s promises, keep our eyes on Jesus, and live faithfully as we wait.  

 
Choral Response………………………...We Bring His Light………………………………..John Purifoy 
 
*Hymn……………………..…..O Come, O Come, Emmanuel v.1,6,2,7.……...……..…..UMH 211 
  
Scripture Reading………...….……Matthew 24:36-44 NRSV..……..………….Rev. Austin Byerly 
  
Special Music…………....………..Rise Up Shepherd and Follow......….…..arr. Fred Gramann  

Michael Rodgers and Heritage Choir  
 

Offering Moment 
 
Pastoral Prayer & the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Special Music…………....……………..Mary Did You Know……………….……..arr. Marcelo Urias  

Michael Rodgers and Heritage Choir  
 

Message…………………………….……..Are We There Yet?..…….……...….……..Rev. Mike Sluder 
 
*Closing Hymn……...……….........Emmanuel, Emmanuel….......................………...UMH 204  
 
*Benediction 
 

Postlude……….......…..On Jordan’s Stormy Bank the Baptist’s Cry….....arr. Edward Pierce  
Edward Pierce, Organ  

Celebration Worship Service 
First Sunday of Advent 

Order of Worship 
9:00 am  

November 30, 2025 
 

Pre-Service Music 
 
Opening Song……………..……..……………………………………………………………..Celebration Band 
 
Welcome and Opening Prayer……………........………..…..…..…....…….…….Rev. Austin Byerly 
 
Advent Celebration  
The Lighting of the Advent Candle………………..……..….….…..…………...The Simpson Family 
                                                                                                                Ian, Meghan, and Finley   

 

The light of the Hope candle reminds us of God’s faithfulness and Christ’s promises, shining 
in the chaos and calling us to trust in the coming kingdom of love, justice, and peace.   

  
Worship Song…………..………………………………………………………………………..Celebration Band 
 
Worship Song……….……..............................................................………....Celebration Band 
 
Offering Moment 
 
Pastoral Prayer  
 
Scripture Reading………...….……Matthew 24:36-44 NRSV..……..………..….Rev. Mike Sluder 
 
Message…………………………….……..Are We There Yet?..…….……...….……..Rev. Mike Sluder 
 
Closing Worship Song………………………………………………………………………..Celebration Band 

 
*Benediction 

Worship through Giving 
To participate in worship through giving: place your offering in the baskets 
by the sanctuary doors; mail your offering to PO Box 31047, Knoxville TN 

37930; or give online by using the QR code or visiting www.eumcknox.org. 

First Sunday of Advent 

November 30, 2025 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 
1001 Ebenezer Road | Knoxville, TN 37923 

(865) 691-8330 | www.eumcknox.org | office@eumcknox.org 
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 9 am—2 pm 

Welcome Guests! 
We are glad you are here! We invite you to fill out a connection card that you can 

find on the back of the pew in front of you, or fill out our online form through the QR  
code here. Leave us your name and contact information so that we can 
connect with you and share more about who we are. Also, if you need 

them, we have a Cry Room and a Sensory Room on the right side of the 
sanctuary, as well as a Nursing Mom’s Room in the Children’s Wing. 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Mike Sluder (msluder@eumcknox.org) 
Associate Pastor & Youth Director: Rev. Austin Byerly (abyerly@eumcknox.org) 

Children’s Director: Alicia Wilson (childrensdirector@eumcknox.org) 
Bookkeeper: Caroline McCoy (accounting@eumcknox.org)  

A huge thank you to everyone who has pledged towards our “Investing In Our  
Future” Campaign! Any offerings given to the Building Fund will go towards our  

Campaign, and your offerings towards your Pledge will be counted.  
We are truly in awe of how God has shown up and how our church has 
responded to the call to cast our nets and invest in our future! To read 
more about our Campaign or to give online towards your Pledge,  
visit eumcknox.org/capitalcampaign or use the QR Code here.  



First Sunday of Advent—Today 
Today is the first Sunday of Advent! On this Sunday, we light the first purple candle, 
the candle of Hope. The light of the hope candle reminds us that hope readies our 

hearts, guiding us to trust God’s promises, keep our eyes on Jesus, and live faithfully 
as we wait. Next Sunday’s candle is the candle of Peace.   

Michael Rodgers in Heritage Worship—Today! 
We are excited to have Michael Rodgers with us to lead worship 

today in the Heritage Worship Service! Michael performs with the 
Knoxville Opera, Marble City Opera, Knoxville Opera Gospel Choir, 
is a member of the Tri-Octaves, A-Chord, and is a featured soloist 
at Cokesbury and Christ UMC. Michael is also a special education 
teacher with Knox County Schools. We are very excited for him to 

be with us today; thank you for being here, Michael! 

Angel Tree 2025 
Thank you to everyone who has 
participated in our Angel Tree and 
brought their gifts to the church! If you 
have taken a tag but haven’t brought your 
gift by, all  gifts are due by December 7.  
 

 
Helping Hands Holiday Project  
This holiday season, Helping Hands is going to be delivering baskets of Christmas 
presents to our community! They would love donations of Christmas presents (“Bring 
something you’d give your grandparents!”) left in the donation box in the Lobby. 
These gifts need to be dropped off by Sunday, December 15; our UMW and Helping 
Hands will be assembling Holiday Baskets with the gifts on December 18. Then, if 
you’re able to help deliver, Helping Hands will be delivering the baskets the week of 
Christmas; reach out to Ken Pearson (kenpearson8905@gmail.com or (865) 773-7613) 
to volunteer to take a basket to a community member!  

Fill Out Poinsettia Form By December 8 
If you would like to purchase poinsettias in memory or honor of 

someone this holiday season, fill out the order form in your bulletin 
and drop it in with your offering or bring it to the church office. 

Please turn in your form no later than December 8. We will display 
the poinsettias in the sanctuary starting Sunday, December 14.  

Morning Glories Christmas Party—
Thursday, Dec 4, 10:00 am 
Santa Breakfast—Saturday, 
December 6, 9 am  

Blue Christmas—Sunday, December 7, 6 pm 
Men’s Club Christmas Breakfast—Saturday, December 13, 8 am 
Children Singing In Worship—Sunday, December 14, 11 am  
Angelic Grace: A Combined Christmas Concert—Sunday, December 14, 6 pm 
Youth Christmas Party—Sunday, December 14, 4 pm 
All Music Sunday—Sunday, December 21, both services 
Candlelight Christmas Eve Services—December 24, 4 pm and 6 pm 
One Combined Service—Sunday, December 28, 10 am 

Visit Ministry—Interested in visiting those who are part of our 
church family but are unable to attend on a Sunday morning? 
Contact Celia (865-386-4621) or Barbara (865-660-9347) to join 
a group that visits with those who can’t join us!  
 

Wesley House—With expensive food prices, Wesley House is not able to acquire 
enough food necessary for their food pantry. If you’re able, please help by donating 
canned goods (veggies, fruit, beans, meats, soup) in the container in St. Clair Hall.  

This Week at Ebenezer 

Sunday, November 30—First Sunday of Advent  
  9:00 am—Celebration Service (Sanctuary)  
10:00 am—Sunday School (Various Locations) 
11:00 am—Heritage Service (Sanctuary)   

Monday, December 1 
  6:00 pm—Yoga With Tammy (Lobby)  

Tuesday, December 2 
10:00 am—Women’s Coffee (Community Room)  
11:00 am—Qigong With Mona (Lobby)  
  5:30 pm—KSYO Chamber Rehearsal (Sanctuary, Various Locations)  
  6:30 pm—Cub Scouts (Annex)  
  6:30 pm—Church Council Meeting (Community Room)  
  6:30 pm—Prayer Team Meeting (Zoom)  

Wednesday, December 3 
  6:30 pm—Choir Practice (Sanctuary)  

Thursday, December 4 
  9:00 am—Men’s Coffee (McDonalds at Northshore)  
10:00 am—Morning Glories (Community Room)  
  7:00 pm—AA, Al-Anon, and Alateen Meetings (St. Clair Hall, Various Locations)  

Friday, December 5 
 5:00 pm—Brownie Troop Meeting (Annex)   

Saturday, December 6 
 9:00 am—Santa Breakfast (St. Clair Hall, Lobby, Community Room)   

Sunday, December 7—Second Sunday of Advent  
  9:00 am—Celebration Service with Holy Communion (Sanctuary)  
10:00 am—Sunday School (Various Locations) 
11:00 am—Heritage Service with Holy Communion (Sanctuary)   
  5:00 pm—Youth Group (Annex)  
  6:00 pm—Blue Christmas (Sanctuary)  

Church Council Meeting—Tuesday 
There will be a Church Council meeting this Tuesday at 6:30 pm in the Community 

Room. We appreciate all our council members attending, as your insights and input 
are crucial in all our financial conversations and decisions! 

Prayer Team Meeting—Tuesday 
You’re invited to be part of EUMC’s prayer ministry! This is an opportunity for 

fellowship, prayer, and to make a difference in the lives of others. We will meet 
via Zoom on Tuesday at 6:30 pm. For more information, contact Anita Sharp at 
als2531@bellsouth.net or (865) 789-0715. We hope you’ll join us for prayer! 

Morning Glories—Thursday 
Women, join us this Thursday at 10 am in the Community Room for Morning 

Glories! Morning Glories is a women’s group that meets the first Thursday of every 
month for a time of community and book study. This week will be their Christmas 

Party! Come dressed in Christmas colors and be ready to party!  

Santa Breakfast—Saturday 
Join us for a free Breakfast with Santa this Saturday from 9-11 am! Enjoy 
delicious food, festive crafts, and a chance to meet Santa himself—bring 

the whole family for a morning full of holiday cheer! Reach out to Alicia, our 
Children’s Director, at childrensministry@eumcknox.org with questions.  

Blue Christmas—Next Sunday 
Ebenezer’s Blue Christmas service will be next Sunday at 6 pm. This service is for those 

who have lost loved ones, struggle during the holidays, or find themselves grieving 
during this season. We hope you’ll join us for this meaningful service.  

Children’s Programming at Ebenezer 

If you have questions about our Children’s Ministry, reach out to Alicia 
Wilson, Children’s Director, at childrensministry@eumcknox.org 

 

Sunday Morning Activities 
 

Power JAM—9 am & 11 am (for Pre-K  

through 5th grade). Join us for “Diary of a Godly Kid: Thanksgiving Edition” as we 
follow Jacob’s journey and discover how praise and thanksgiving can turn any 
situation around. Our kids will learn that with God, it’s never too late to change 
direction, find belonging, offer forgiveness, and give thanks for all He has done! 
 

Sunday School—10 am (for Pre-K through 5th grade). There is always something 
exciting planned for Sunday School as Miss Katie leads our Pre-K—2nd grade Sunday 
school class and Mrs. Alicia leads our 3rd—5th graders!  
 

Nursery—9 am to 12 pm (for infants and toddlers). Worship worry-free as Miss 
Taylor cares for your little ones during service and Sunday School! 

 
Storytime With Mrs. Alicia Canceled in December 
Storytime will be canceled during the month of December. See you in January!  

Youth Programming at Ebenezer 
Our Youth Ministry is for youth 6th—12th grade and is led by 

Pastor Austin Byerly. For more information or if you have 
questions, email Austin at abyerly@eumcknox.org.  

 

Sunday School—We will meet for Sunday School this 
morning at 10 am in the Annex. Join us!  

 

No Youth Group Tonight—See you next week!  
 

Resurrection 2026—January 23-25 
Next year’s Resurrection will be January 23-25 in Pigeon Forge! The cost is $100 ($75 
for additional siblings) and scholarships are available if needed. There is a sign-up 
sheet in the Youth Room in the Annex; make sure to sign up by December 14.  

Adult Sunday School Classes 
We hope you’ll join us for Sunday School at 10 am every Sunday!  

Currently, we have four Adult classes for you to choose from:  
 

The Discovering Gems—For women; meets in the classroom in the back hallway.  
 

Fellowship Class—For men and women; meets in the classroom past the Office.  
 

Seekers—For men and women; meets in the Annex in the back hallway classroom.  
 

Reflections—For men and women; meets in the Sensory Room past the Sanctuary.   

Christmas Lunch Bunch—December 16 
Join us at Ebenezer in the Community Room on Tuesday, December 16, for a Lunch 

Bunch Christmas! Bring a side item to share and a gift for our gift exchange! Reach out 
to Barbara Milligan with questions or to let her know you’ll be in attendance.  

2025 October YTD as of Oct 31 

Actual General Fund Income $37,083.91  $ 479,320.67  

Budgeted General Fund Income $ 59,530.00  $ 595,300.00  

General Fund Giving—Under Budget -$22,446.09  -$115,979.33  

Actual Building Fund Income $13,034.23  $417,808.68   

Monthly Building Mortgage  $ 14,830.71  $148,307.10   

Building Fund Giving—Under Budget  -$1,796.48  $269,501.58  

Mission Giving (includes Holston Conference Tithe 
and Smoky Mountain District Apportionment) $ 5,213.53  $58,191.19   


